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صلى الله عليه وسلم قال رسول الله 

« حسناتٍ في ميزانهِِ … كانَ شِبعهُُ ورِيُّهُ … منِ احتبسَ فرسًا في سبيلِ اَللِّ »

(رواه البخاري)

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: 

"Whoever keeps a horse in the cause of Allah, believing in Allah and trusting His promise, then its 

feeding, its watering, and even its droppings will be counted as good deeds on his scale.”

(Narrated by Al-Bukhari)

After care is rooted in our value
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A retired Ferrari becomes 

collectible or an art piece
A retired CEO hired as 

board advisor or mentor

A retired Airplane turns 

into museum exhibit or 

restaurant



4

The moment for value change,

 shape, and growth.
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Agenda

Saudi Equestrian 

sector Growth

Saudi Equestrian 

Eco-system

SEA as Enabler Today’s challenges fuel 

tomorrow’s opportunities 

Suggestions for 

moving forward

01

02 04

0503
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Equestrian sector 
Growth

Saudi Arabia hosts a diverse 

horse population nationwide 

including Arabian, 

Thoroughbred, 

Warmblood, and Polo 

horses, with over 40% of 

registered horses engaged 

in racing.

A global hub for elite horse 

racing, anchored by the 

Saudi Cup and 1,100+ 

races annually. 

Complemented by major 

international events across 

other equestrian disciplines, 

including Longines-branded 

competitions.

Giga projects such as AlUla, 

Qiddiya, Diriyah, and 

AMAALA are integrating 

international-standard 

equestrian venues and 

training facilities, supporting 

year-round participation, 

major events, and 

equestrian tourism.

Saudi Arabia is projecting 

450%+ growth in licensed 

riding schools by 2030, 

alongside ~40% growth in 

registered riders, reflecting 

strong momentum in 

equestrian participation.

Horse 

Population
Major 

Events

Infrastructure 

Projects

Expansion of 

Equestrian Academies
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Relevant Stakeholders 

Ministries & 
Authorities

Horse 
Biosecurity 
and Welfare 

Giga 
Projects

& Initiatives

Ministry of 
Sports

Royal 
Commission 

for AlUla

…

Ministry of 
Tourism1

Ministry of 
Culture

Ministry of 
Investment

Equestrian 
Sports 
Regulators 

Sector Enabler 

Saudi Equestrian Eco-system



Saudi Equestrian 
Authority (SEA) A 
as Enabler 
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Aftercare Drivers

• Creates jobs and skills

• Supports therapy and education

• Drives local tourism and engagement

• Extends horse economic value

• Lowers long-term welfare costs

• Enables predictable sector funding

Social 

impact 

Economic 

sustainability

morality & 

responsibilit

y 

• Lifetime care reflects sports integrity

• Protects animal welfare standards

• Builds public trust and credibility
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Common lifecycle components

• Medical assessment at retirement

• Structured rehabilitation pathways

• Retraining for second careers

Sustainable funding mechanisms

• Mandatory levies on racing activities

• Grants and sponsorships

• Shared funding across industry stakeholders

Central coordination & traceability

• Microchipping, passports, and tracking

• Formal retirement and aftercare plans

• End-to-end traceability and accountability

Global Aftercare Models 

IAR collaboration and central coordination

global entities 

Global References 
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Equine welfare in Saudi 

Arabia is backed by clear 

national welfare statements, 

led and enforced by key 

governing entities, ensuring 

alignment with international 

best practices

Targeted focus on 

veterinary capacity through 

Continuous Professional 

Development (CPD) 

programs, including certified 

veterinary welfare courses 

to upskill practitioners 

across the sector

A dedicated regulations and 

standards project has 

introduced 14 new equine 

welfare and biosecurity 

standards, strengthening 

consistency, compliance, 

and sector readiness

Strong governance

& policy foundation

Capability building & 

professional standards

Regulations & 

standards 

development

SEA contributions to the equestrian Value chain

Nat. Equestrian

Strategy &

Funding

Industry 

Regulation

Vet, Welfare & 

Biosecurity

Infrastructure 

Development

Breeding People 

Development

Logistics & 

Supply Chain 

Development

Awareness & 

Promotion

Events & 

Competitions

Policy Coordination & Enablement Activation

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09

Growing global integration 

through collaboration with 

World Equine Veterinary 

Association (WEVA), 

including hosting welfare 

workshops, and active 

representation on the board 

of World Organization for 

Animal Health (WOAH)

International 

engagement

& recognition

Enhancing national regulations for horse 

movement within the Kingdom to 

strengthen horse health and welfare

Providing fast-track clearance for horses 

through the Authorized Economic Operator 

(AEO) at GCC Customs Union land ports

Logistics Infrastructure and SC 

development
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Rehoming networks Rehabilitation and 

medical 

assessment

Funding model Skills retraining

Strengthen partnerships with 

accredited rehoming and 

adoption providers

Strengthen standardized 

retirement, rehabilitation, and 

medical assessment 

processes

Strengthen long-term, 

diversified aftercare funding 

mechanisms

Strengthen training, 

certification, and talent 

pipelines for retraining 

professionals

Today’s challenges fuel tomorrow’s opportunities 
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Agree on measures of success ? 

Explore joint initiatives and pilot 

programs across aftercare, retraining, 

and education

Address the traceability by creating free 

access to retired horses’ database?

Suggestion
s for 
moving 
forward
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Thank 

you 
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